
  



  

All residential campers will experience Hawaiian culture through activities introduced 

by qualified counselors and teachers.  Kids will learn hula dance, haka, wayfinding, 

geography, Hawaiian crafts, Hawaiian folklore, and many other subjects related to 

Hawaii. After learning a variety of cultural content, campers receive an official 

certificate awarded by the State of Hawaii recognizing them as official student 

ambassadors. 

What is it being of Korean heritage?  What does it mean being a Korean citizen versus 
being an American citizen with a Korean cultural heritage. 
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The curriculum is designed by the Professor H. Lee of TESOL at the Middlebury 

Institute of International Studies. The main objective is to make English the children 

learn relevant to the experience they will have at the camp so that they are more likely 

to speak English at camp and gain confidence. 

The class is for Korean /Chinese as a second language. This curriculum  is also  designed 

by our consultant professor of TESOL at Middlebury.  

The focus on this activity is on narrative and descriptive writing, two of the four 

different types of writing.  Campers are encouraged to be creative and roam the 130-

acre campus to write whatever comes into their mind.  Paint a story about their 

adventure  at the beach  or introduce a wild pig named Skinny in third person.  
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More appropriate for younger campers, explore and study the variety of aquatic animals 
that flourish in waters near Hawaii.  With the help from the Oceanic Institute, kids will 
be able to observe different types of fish and other marine critters up close. 
  

What makes the Hawaiian Islands so special from a geological perspective?  Children 
will learn that, like them, Hawaii is growing, quite fast in fact by earth years.  They will 
discover the secrets of live volcanoes, flowing lava, growing archipelago, and movement 
of tectonic plates.  Great for kids who plan to visit the Big Island with us. 
 

The Oceanic Institute has been the leader in shrimp aquaculture research and 
technology innovation for more than two decades. Children will explore how a shrimp 
egg hatches and develops into a fully grown shrimp.  This activity will also focus on 
limited supply of fish stock in our oceans and what environmental challenges we face.  
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The Oceanic Institute began its research on culturing yellow tangs, prized ornamental 
tropical fish, since 2001 and finally succeeded with breeding them in captivity in 2015.  
Yellow tangs are a yellow version of "Dory," the absent minded blue tang fish in Finding 
Nemo and Finding Dory.  The OI also breeds clown fish, or Nemo's breed.  
 

Gyotaku is a traditional Japanese method of printing fish.  After practicing the art using 

rubber fish, children will learn to print a real fish on a tee shirt.  

 

Asian American children grow up knowing little about the history of their heritage.  
Only a few pages are dedicated to Asian history in world history class.  Since we do not 
have a whole year to study in depth, we will delve into a few questions.  For example, 
who was the best naval strategist of all time?  Why does the Great Wall exist?  
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Robotics provides many rich opportunities to teach computer science, science, 

technology, engineering, mathematics (CS-STEM). as well as 21st century skill sets. 

Younger children will learn to combine Lego blocks with simple motors while older 

children will work with more advanced kits. Children are challenged to use their 

imagination to build robots that perform programmed instructions.  

 

Children will use either Turtle Art, Scratch, Tynker, or similar language to learn basic 

concepts and have some fun playing with coding. Programming is like learning another 

language to speak to machines.  And like any language, it is important to raise children's 

interest and confidence in programming so they can continue after the summer session.  
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Beginning more than 2,000 years ago, rockets evolved from toys into complex 
machines capable of amazing flights.  In this activity, children will learn about the history 
of rockets and build them as well.  Some will be made from everyday material such as 
paper while others will be made with actual rocket kits.  
 

All you need are strings and cords to make all different types of knots.  Knots in 

symmetrical patterns can become friendship bracelets or even works of art.  Once the 

children master a few knots, it will be up to them to create. 

 

Clay can be transformed into pinch pots to clay cupcakes and animals. Kids will learn 

some basic techniques, but it will be up to them to create their master pieces.  
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For older campers who complete the Photo Basics course, they may enroll in Drone and 
Arial.  Therefore, this activity will only be available for children enrolled in the three and 
five week programs.  
 

Everyone should know how to take the best selfie and frame a shot of a friend surfing 
on Waikiki for the first time.  Basics of photography will show campers how to take 
good photos.  No technical stuff, just so you can be the hero who uploads the best 
group photo everyone wants.  The main role of this activity is to take photos of other 
activities and edit and upload them.  Best photos will be uploaded to Camp Hokulea 
Facebook or sent to parents.  
 

All you need is a blank sheet of paper, pencil and paint.  Age appropriate classes will be 

offered.  Like every activity we do, we will encourage children to imagine and instill 

courage so they can try new things.  

 



  

  

9 

If you like to sing, sign up! Children will learn a new song every week.  
 

Ukulele reduces stress and is easy to learn, fun to play, very portable, and affordable.  Learn 
to play "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" on the ukulele and everyone will think you are a 
Hawaiian.  
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Soccer
    

Licensed coaches with experience coaching children will provide an age appropriate 

program that is challenging yet fun. The main manual we will use is the US Soccer 

programs for younger children. Lessons will take place on the pristine grass soccer field. 
    

 

Baseball, Softball 

Licensed coaches will help children learn the basics of baseball and softball from 

throwing, batting, pitching, and fielding.  All lessons will be age appropriate as well as 

talent appropriate.   
  

Golf

Children's golf clubs will be made available for all ages.  Lessons for younger children 

will be held on campus while the more serious golfers will walk across to the Pali Golf 

Club to practice. Children who want to learn how to swing a golf club can sign up for 

this activity. 
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Swimming, Surfing, Paddle Boarding, Snorkeling, Canoe 

     

Children will visit new beaches every weekend where they can enjoy different water 

sports or receive coaching from professionals.

 

 
    

Soccer, Baseball, Softball, Golf, Basketball, Golf, Volleyball, 

Tennis   

Counselor coaches will help children improve basic skills and teach them the 

importance of sportsmanship.  

 

Cheerleading 

A Division 1 cheerleader will teach both girls and boys how to be a cheerleader. 

 

K-POP Dance 

This is not a sport, but some children just rather dance. 
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Chess is a great game that teaches children rules, patience, strategic thinking, and 
humility. 

 
Video games have replaced many of the board games that we grew up with.  In order to 
encourage face time rather than screen time, board games are a great solution.  There 
are games for all ages.  
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IDEO Design 
Design a Better School Backpack   

Using IDEO method of "design thinking," children will be given a task to redesign the 

school backpack for younger kids. Counselors will only give minimum assistance in the 

process.  

Design the Best Motorless Vehicle   

Using the same method above, children will be challenged to make the best possible 

motorless vehicle out of cardboard first and then wood. No machine tools or cutting 

tools will be used by the children.  

Design a New Toy   

Using the same method above, children will design and make any type of toy for 

younger kids. For all IDEO projects, older kids will interview younger kids to find out 

what they want.  They can also think back to their younger years and discuss their ideas 

with one another. 
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Science  
Design and Build a Model Boat   

Children will learn what makes boats float and learn the basic science behind designing 

a boat.  

Design and Build a Video Game   

Children will design and program a video game designed for younger kids.  This project 

has elements of IDEO concepts but it will focus more on the programming aspect.  

Design and Build a Robot   

Children will design, program, and build a robot.  This project combines mechanical, 

computer and design sciences.  

Design and Build a Rocket   

Children will build model rockets to be launched in an open field with permission from 

the authorities.  
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Oceanic Institute  
How is Our Ocean Changing?  

How is the ocean changing and how is it affecting the Hawaiian islands? 

Nemo and Dory  

Nemo, a clownfish, and Dory, a blue tang, were featured in two Disney movies.  

Children will be able to observe different stages of these fish lives.  

What Do Fish Eat?  

Fish eat different things at different stage in their lives. How did scientists find this out?  

Ocean DNA  

Children will take ocean water and analyze it for what lives in it.  By doing so, they can 

estimate the number of fish in the waters in the future.  

Traditional Hawaiian Fish Farms   

Why and how did the Hawaiians cultivate fish?  Is this a possible strategy for the 

future? 
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Oceanic Institute  
Sustainable Fishing Solution – Aquafarms   

Fish stock around the globe is running out.  What is causing this and how will we 

maintain stable supply of fish for us to consume? 

Art  
Group Art   

Children will learn about collaboration art.  Individuals will create their separate art 

pieces and bring them together to form a single, beautiful art work.  

Publishing  
Camp Yearbook   

Under the guidance of a counselor, a team will dedicate their weeks at camp to record 

the events of the camp.  They will work with staff to design the yearbook for everyone.  
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Nature  
Geology of the Hawaiian Islands   

Recommended for children who will be visiting the Big Island, this project will research 

how unique the Hawaiian islands are.  

Volcano Research and Modeling   

Suited for both older and younger campers, children will build a volcano and watch it 

erupt. 

Culture 
Hula Dance and Haka   

Hula dance and haka are traditional Polynesian dance and war cries.  Hula dance is 

performed by girls and haka by the worriers. Under the guidance of a Hawaiian 

counselor, they will perform for the luau. 

Chorus   

Singing is universal.  Children of all ages and cultures will perform a song every week.  

The chorus will look quite different every week.  
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Film  
Camp Music Video   

A group of children will be given a video camera to shoot a music video. They will have 

to collaborate with counselors and other campers to direct and produce a music video.  

Camp Promotion Video   

A group of children will be given a video camera to shoot footages of camp life and 

camp events.  They will learn to edit these footages into a promotional video.  



  


